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(O 1) S=9 SERREA

Partnership Framework of China’s Foreign Relations

Strategic
Partnership

Comprehensive
Partnership

Friendly and Cooperative Partnership

Friendly Cooperative Relations

Z£2]: Hao Su, “Harmonious World: The Conceived International Order in Framework of
China’s Foreign Affairs,” Masafumi lida (ed.), China’s Shifi: Global Strategy of the
Rising Power (Tokyo: The National Institute for Defense Studies, 2009), p.40

A3 24017 2)



o)zt gz 9l | 35
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An Era of Strategic Competition between the USA and China
and South Korea's Strategic Choice

SHIN Jong-Ho (Director of Unification Policy Studies Division, Korea Institute for National Unification)

US-China relations have already entered the era of “new normal” wherein the interdependence on global,
regional, and bilateral levels increases and strategic cooperation and competition become a daily thing.
Nonetheless, progress in the bilateral relations seems hard to achieve since the mutual “strategic distrust’
between the two countries remains unchanged.

Future US-China relations will be impacted by the US response to the “New Type of Great Power Relations”
proposed by China, whereas strategic cooperation and conflicts between the two will recur depending on
the nature of each individual case and/or geographical locations involved along with the competition between
the two countries over “norms.”

Continued competition and conflicts between the USA and China are highly likely to limit the scope of
our strategic choices. In that context, we should urgently come up with strategic measures that can minimize
the potential of “collusion” between the USA and China and “isolation” of South Korea.

To that end, South Korea needs to have its own principles of diplomacy, putting top priority on national
interests. It should also enhance strategic communication between South Korea, United States, and Japan while
stepping up policy coordination between South Korea, United States, and China and create a virtuous cycle

between South Korea-China relations and inter-Korean relations.

Implications of US-China Security Conflicts on
South Korea's External Security Strategies

Yl Seong-Woo (Chair of Conflict Resolution Program, Jeju Peace Institute)

In today’s world, the international order seems to be shaping up fast with the so-called G2 (Group of Two)
with the United States as the traditional superpower on one hand and China as a fast emerging challenger
on the other,

The kernel of the United States’ East Asia policies is to contain the emergence of China as a force to reckon
with in East Asia and seal it off militarily through the US’s policy of “Return to Asia” and “Rebalancing
Strategies.”

While the US continues to focus on Asia, China’s policy regarding the US is concentrated on responding
to changes in US policies.

From the long-term perspective, China seeks to achieve national security and economic development at
the same time through its new strategy called “One Belt, One Road,” which calls for the construction of a
massive economic cooperation zone embracing China, Central Asia, and Europe through its leadership in the
completion of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the Maritime Silk Road on land and at sea, respectively.

Overall, cooperation and conflicts coexist in the US-China relations. Note, however, that the competition

for regional dominance between the two countries is increasingly becoming obvious in East Asia.
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While calling continuously for the establishment of a new relationship called the “New Type of Great Power
Relations” with the United States based on its economic power, China implements the so-called “Anti-
Access/Area-Denial Strategy” that is aimed at preventing the United States from projecting its military power
in the South China Sea.

On the other hand, the latest US-China relationship demonstrates some significant changes in its dynamics.

While China is faced with limitations in its capabilities to run the country most effectively in line with its
shrinking economic edge on the world stage, the United States has seen a slow yet continuous recovery in
its economy thanks to the increasing shale gas production and the rise of the manufacturing sector.

China attempts to change the existing US-centered international financial order through Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank. A total of 57 member countries have joined the Chinese-led effort in a large part to secure
an edge in construction contract awards, Nonetheless, the possibility of the international financial order being
restructured under China’s sway remains low.

Military-wise, while the United States is leading a paradigm shift in weapons system, China is attempting
to catch up with the advances made by the USA. Still, the emergence of non-nuclear strategic weaponry

contributes to widening the gap in terms of relative military power.

Constructivist Approaches to Partnership Diplomatic Relations

LEE Moo-Seong (Professor, Myongji University)

Since the end of the Cold War, the international community has striven to build partnership relations that
can facilitate cooperation among nations in diverse agenda items related to an increasing number of fields
as opposed to the traditional approach based on alliance designed to promote security in military terms.

South Korea responds to the demand of the times by actively seeking strategic partnership relations with
other nations,

Against such backdrop, this paper would like to present the reinterpretation of partnership relations
including its understanding, analysis, and response from a constructivist’s perspective.

In this paper, the author would like to argue that differences in national interests should not always be
construed as the cause of conflicts across borders as claimed by traditional positivists and that, in contrast,
inter-subjective, epistemological approaches to the issue can offer new possibilities.

Taking such hypothesis into account, the author would like to add that the partnership relations that South
Korea must continue to pursue need to be shifted to a direction wherein those types of international relations
will contribute not only to the expansion of its own national interests but also to the enhancement of overall
global peace and prosperity, and that, as a result, significant policy implications can be sought in those types

of diplomatic efforts.
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