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The Relations Between Korea and a Rightward-leaning Japan

LEE Ju-heum (Visiting Professor, GSIAS, HUFS / Former ROK Ambassador to Myanmar)

International relations in Northeast Asia are largely characterized by the separation of economy and
politics: Countries are suffering from rising political tension over the interpretation of war atrocities in the
region while yet seeking a win-win trade situation, combined with the conflict between China aspiring to
change the existing international order on the one hand and the United States and Japan wanting to
maintain it as it is on the other. Japan’s rightward shift has been a cause of conflicts between itself and
Korea and China. It stems from the country’s failure to recognize its responsibility for its historical atrocities
among other things. Also, the country is seeking to recover its former status as a great power, adopting
aggressive approaches in its international policies. Korea needs to look squarely at the reality of the
situation in Japan and wage creative diplomacy. While strict when it comes to the matter of principles,
Korea needs to put the long-term goal of national unification within its sight. With universal values as the
connecting link, the countries in the region must seek the common ground of their national interests and

build up Western-type friendly relations among the regional powers.

The Strategic Significance of China’s Silk Road Plan

LEE Sun Jin (Professor, SIEAS / Former ROK Ambassador to Indonesia)

Under the leadership of Xi Jinping, China is changing its diplomatic strategies, which traditionally have
placed emphasis on rivalry with the United States and Japan in East Asia. President Xi has said that China
will turn its attention toward Central Asia, South Asia and Southeast Asia to enhance the country’s regional
economic cooperation and extend its influence in these regions (the Silk Road Plan) while voicing its
opinions about various regional security issues. The General Secretary’s ‘Diplomatic Strategies for
Neighboring Countries,” which he has said will be promoted over the next five to ten years along with his
Silk Road Plan, a specific means of implementing his diplomatic strategies, imply structural changes for the
Korean peninsula, East Asia, and Sino-American relations.

Specifically, the Silk Road Plan is characterized by the followings:

First, Xi Jinping was heavily involved in the plan himself from the stage of proposition to discussion and
laid it out as the direction of the country’s diplomacy for the next five to ten years, Second, apart from its
traditional diplomatic framework centered on competition with the United States in East Asia, China is
committed to expanding its diplomatic horizons while seeking balanced national development and the
development of new engines for growth. Third, the plan is action-oriented, which is a most prominent
feature of the country’s new approach to ASEAN,

The Silk Road Plan is equivalent to the country’s action plan in the economic field among Xi Jinping’s
three diplomatic axes — Economy, National Security and Public Diplomacy —and is expected to play the role

of a trailblazer for Xi's diplomatic initiatives for a country gearing up to emerge as a global superpower.

A3 24017 2)



[Former Diplomats’ Special Contributions]

Northeast Asia’s Peaceful Cooperation:
Challenges & Tasks

e Multilateral Security Cooperation in Northeast Asia
HAN Intaek (Senior Research Fellow, Jeju Peace Institute)

G The Relations Between Korea and a Rightward-leaning Japan
LEE Ju—heum (Visiting Professor, GSIAS, HUFS / Former ROK Ambassador to Myanmar)

The Strategic Significance of China’s Silk Road Plan
LEE Sun Jin (Professor, SIEAS / Former ROK Ambassador to Indonesia)

MZEHXIXE MHZA| S2RZE 22724 (697—858)
TSk 064) 735—-6500 ZHA: 064) 738—6522
E—mail: policyforum@jpi.or.kr http://www.jpi.or.kr

TP R, ofl AR QA2 DX} 7HRIS ooz,

HFHsiePelo] TAATHE 2Ree Yoisald,

ISSN: 2005-9760



