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Abstract

This study attempts to examine the changes and continuity of the EU’s engagement
policy toward North Korea, focusing on the North Korean human rights issues. To
this end, this article examines the concept of normative power, which is a key
theoretical resource in explaining the EU’s engagement policy toward North
Korea, and analyze the characteristics and limitations of the EU’s human rights
policy towards North Korea. Until now, EU has experienced in-depth discussions
on human rights issues in North Korea through political and human rights
dialogues with North Korea. In addition, the EU has been leading the creation and
adoption of the UN resolution on the situation of human rights in the North Korea
for 16 consecutive years from 2005 to 2020, and along with the human rights
resolutions on the situations in North Korea of the dimension of European
Congress four times. Like this, the EU has been making great efforts to solve the
human rights issues in North Korea based on its foreign policy aiming to realize
and spread normative values such as democracy, rule of law, and improvement of
human rights. However, as the threat of the North Korean nuclear problem
intensified, the EU’s stance toward North Korea’s human rights issues changed to
a stronger position. In addition, the EU has shifted the central axis of efforts to
solve the human rights issues in North Korea into a multilateral framework. But,
that behavior of EU counteracted the leverage effect of the EU's leverage on
North Korea.

Although EU-North Korea Relations is currently in a crisis phase, the channels for
dialogue and exchange between the two sides have not been completely closed,

and North Korea also appears to have not abandoned expectations of the EU as
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a partner for dialogue. In particular, North Korea has recently expressed its stance
to accept the international community’s demand for human rights amelioration and
to support and actively implement the SDGs. Taking note of these points, South
Korean government needs to anatomize the characteristics and the limits of EU’s
human rights policy toward North Korea and maintain a closer relationship with

the EU to resolve the North Korean human rights issues.

Keywords: European Union, Normative Power, Engagement Policy toward North

Korea, North Korea Human Rights, EU-North Korea Relations
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