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Abstract

The Role of Summit Diplomacy for Peace and Prosperity in East Asia

There has been a major transformation in the form of diplomatic relations, The
summit diplomacy among and between the heads of states has extended its role in
resolving major issues in international relations, Since South Korea is geographically
situated between the major powers, the peace and prosperity of South Korea is to
some extent dependent on external changes. Therefore, this research introduces a
theory on summit diplomacy and applies the model to the Korean situation.,

There are seven factors that facilitate summit diplomacy: (1) the appearance of an
unprecedented threat and crisis diplomacy; (2) diplomatic policy as a new political
tool; (3) the importance of business diplomacy; (4) extension of the international
community and regionalism; (5) conflict between career diplomats and politicians; (6)
concentration of power in the head of government; and (7) technology development,
Except for general factors, such as the last four variables, this research will apply
the variables to Korean governments summit diplomacy concerning the major
powers, notably the U.S,, China, Russia, and Japan,

Based on the analysis, this research presents the following findings: (1) An
economic crisis, such as the IMF crisis, can override a security issue. However, as
soon as an economic crisis is resolved, a security issue such as a nuclear threat will
quickly appear and take over the policy initiative, (2) Regardless of any achievement,
inter—Korean summit meetings are likely to be regarded as a policy tool for diverting
public criticism from failures of domestic policy. (3) Although the summit diplomacy
of South Korea can utilize both the multilateral and bilateral formats, the summit
meeting appears to be a ceremonial protocol rather than a proper negotiation aimed
at resolving a critical issue. (4) The extension of summit diplomacy is a reflection of
the improved national power and prestige of South Korea. (5) Despite the increased
role of South Korean summit meetings, there remain difficulties in coping with the
relative power gap between South Korea and the major powers in order to achieve

national reunification,

Keywords: Summit diplomacy, inter—Korean summit meeting, crisis diplomacy,

business diplomacy, multilateralism, bilateralism



